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Instrumentation

6 Cellos

Note that the first cello part may be featured as a solo part, and has
significantly higher technical demands than the rest of the ensemble

The chameleon is a somewhat mysterious lizard noted for its ability to change
color. Some believe the color changes help to camouflage the lizards, but more
recent evidence suggests that they change colors for social and emotional reasons
instead. While writing Chameleon, I envisioned using glissandos in all the cello
parts to gradually morph between different harmonies. Sometimes, out of a cloud
of dissonance, a major triad will come into focus for a split second before disap-
pearing into the haze. The first cello serves the role of a soloist and rises into the
stratosphere on two occasions, while the harmonies continuously blend, coalesce,
and diverge.

Chameleon was written at the 2014 Dulwich International Music Academy and
premiered in Beijing on June 28, 2014

Duration: ca. 8'

for more information, visit www.rogerzare.com



Roger Zare

Chameleon
for six cellos

60

all glissandos should fill the full duration of the note

Ethereal, molto sostenuto .
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Full Score
Zare - Chameleon
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